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Celebrating the people, places, food and travel experiences 
that define the Hoosier state. Our over 960,000 loyal 
readers crave the simple, laid-back Indiana lifestyle.
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OUR READERS ARE uniquely ‘INDIANA’

3

Indiana Connection is unlike other magazines you may have come across. Though our content celebrates 
the rural and suburban Indiana lifestyle — with topics ranging from Indiana travel, cooking, dining and 
hobbies — it also includes advice on how to stay safe around electricity and how to trim your energy bills. 

Plus, readers have access to the latest news about issues important to them as consumers of their 
member-owned electric cooperative.

Indiana Connection is the official publication of Indiana’s electric cooperatives. 
Over 320,000 Hoosier homes around the state receive the magazine through their memberships in their 
electric cooperatives. Just as membership in community-focused electric cooperatives inspires loyalty and 
grassroots involvement, Indiana Connection has that same overwhelming support from its readership. 
Indiana Connection has informed, entertained, and, most importantly, connected with its readers since its 
first issue in 1951. Back then, it was known as Indiana Rural News. Through the years, the multi-award-
winning publication evolved from a tabloid newspaper, to one with a new moniker — Electric Consumer 
— which referred to its electric cooperative roots, to a slick stock magazine. Finally, in March 2019, we 
rebranded as Indiana Connection, a name chosen to reflect our strong ongoing relationship with our 
readers. Our over 960,000 readers can’t be pigeon-holed by their background, occupation, age, gender or 
race. They are anyone and everyone. They are uniquely Indiana. 

We invite you to connect with them through our magazine.



MEET OUR READERS

Our readers are loyal.

Women
52%

Men
48%

 320,000 Monthly Circulation*    3 Adult Readers Per Copy

Total  
Audience

960,000

Median Age 65     55+ 88%

*AAM Audited. Source: 2022 GFK MRI Profile Study

69% Married 94% Own a Home

Median Home Value $297,800 Median HHI $74,900

40% Employed  46% Retired  68% Attended College

Of our regular readers, 77.7% read regularly and  
51.4% spent more than 30 minutes reading each issue.  
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OUR READERS

AT HOME
94% own a home

own an 
animal

67%
47% own a dog    
39% own a cat

have completed a 
home improvement 
project in the past 

 12 months

71.3%

were interested  
in home  

improvement

56%

Source: 2022 GFK MRI Profile Study
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67%
of our readers  

took an Indiana-based  
domestic trip in the  

last 12 months

Source: 2022 GFK MRI Profile Study
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took a weekend  
and/or road trip  

in the last  
12 months

65%

took road trips  
for an average  

of 6 days

41%



own a  
vehicle

98.4%

63% own a truck
62% own an SUV

56% own a car

Source: 2022 GFK MRI Profile Study
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31.9% own  
two vehicles    
26.6% own  

three vehicles



51%
have a  
garden

Source: 2022 GFK MRI Profile Study
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have a primary  
residence of  
more than  
one acre

65%

own more  
than  

three acres

42%



Food
Our readers love the recipe section — and with 
good reason. Recipes are submitted by the readers 
themselves. Food is prepared, photographed and taste-
tested by magazine staff, so we know it’s delicious.

Recurring Columns

Cover Story
The main feature focuses on what makes Indiana 
special — whether it be people, events or places. The 
subject matter varies, but we strive to find topics to 
connect with our readers.

County Feature
Each of Indiana’s 92 counties 
have unique claims to fame 
and interesting facts to 
highlight. We travel the state 
in pursuit of little-known 
Hoosier trivia.

Indiana Eats
Each month we profile a 
restaurant in Indiana that’s 
just a car ride away. We’ve 
featured everything from 
small-town diners to historic 
hideaways in this food-
centric feature.

DIY/Outdoors
These alternating features 
are geared toward the 
handyperson and the 
hunting/fishing enthusiast.

Profile
Meet fellow Hoosiers who 
have intriguing stories to 
share.

Safety
Stay educated on electrical 
safety inside and outside 
the home.

Energy
Energy experts throughout 
the state tell you how to 
save energy … and money.

Pets/Backyards
Whether you’re interested 
in caring for furry friends 
or a growing garden, these 
alternating columns are 
here to advise you.

Travel
There’s a lot to do in the 
Hoosier state. Explore 
with us!
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It’s hard to envision Indiana’s history 
from old films and photographs. Did 

our ancestors really inhabit a colorless 
world, like Dorothy before she opened 
the door to the Technicolor land  
of Oz?

Obviously not, but the old days are 
more relatable when we experience 
them firsthand instead of just reading 
about them or viewing them in black-
and-white imagery. 

It’s time for a field trip — and not the 
kind you once shared with carsick 
classmates. Let’s trek to the homes 
of Indiana’s rich and famous: Five 
historic mansions scattered across the 
state that give public tours.

“We always say about historic 
preservation that it’s a tangible link 
to history,” said Suzanne Stanis, vice 

president of education for Indiana 
Landmarks. “It connects you to that 
time and place.”

Historical connections abound in the 
backstories of the sprawling homes 
on our list. One mansion initially 
appeared in the 1904 St. Louis 
World’s Fair. Another endured a 
disastrous fire less than a year after 
completion. Then there’s the U.S. 
president’s home that was almost 
razed for a water tank.

Just remember that these historic 
residences open for limited hours — 
sometimes only 3 hours a day — and 
are typically closed on Mondays, 
Sundays, and Tuesdays. So check 
the schedule before departing for the 
mansion of your choice.

The Haan Museum of  
Indiana Art 
Lafayette 
thehaan.org | 765-742-6449

It’s not that unusual to move a family 
home across town in 2024. Yet 
imagine relocating a house in 1904 — 
and not just any house, but a three-
story, six-bedroom mansion. And not 
just across town but from the St. Louis 
World’s Fair to Lafayette, Indiana… 
in pieces.

Historic Hoosier  
MANSIONS

Experience a bygone era 
with visits to five grand 
homes across Indiana
By Brian D. Smith

The drawing room at The Haan Museum of Indiana Art

The Haan Museum of Indiana Art

American journalist Ernie Pyle was born in Dana, Indiana, in 
1900. Pyle attended Indiana University, where he worked for 
the university’s student-run newspaper. He left school before 
graduating to pursue reporting jobs at multiple newspapers. 
Pyle traveled across the U.S. as a human-interest reporter 
before he became known for writing about American soldiers 
serving in World War II, capturing their everyday lives on the front 
lines in North Africa, Italy, and Normandy, France. He received the Pulitzer Prize 
for his first-person perspective writing about these infantry soldiers. Pyle died while 
covering the Battle of Okinawa in April 1945. To honor his work, Pyle’s childhood 
home in Dana was restored into the Ernie Pyle World War II Museum.

Located between the Wabash River and the Illinois state border, Vermillion County was 
Indiana’s 50th official county. It is adjacent to Illinois’ own Vermilion County, making 
it one of 11 counties in the U.S. bordering a county with the same name in another 
state. Clinton, Indiana, is Vermillion County’s largest city. A bronze statue called “The 
Voice of the Immigrant” pays tribute to Clinton’s Italian immigrants who worked as coal 
miners in the 1800s. 

county feature
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Vermillion County
COUNTY
FACTS
FOUNDED:
1824

NAMED FOR: 
the Vermillion River

POPULATION: 
15,439

COUNTY SEAT:
Newport

INDIANA COUNTY  
NUMBER:
83            

Held each Labor Day weekend 
since 1966, the Little Italy Festival 
celebrates the Italian heritage of 
Clinton’s residents. From Friday 
to Monday, more than 250,000 
attendees enjoy classic fair rides, a 
bocce ball tournament, and Italian 
foods, such as cannoli, mostaccioli, 
and Italian cream cake. There are 
also pizza-eating and spaghetti-
eating contests. The festival’s most 
popular activity is its grape stomp, a 
traditional wine-making method where 
participants crush grapes with their 
bare feet.

The Vermillion County Jail is a 
historic location in Newport, Indiana, 
for visitors to sightsee. In 1868, the 
prison’s two-story sheriff’s residence 
was built in the Italianate style with 
projecting eaves, corbels, and a steep 
hipped roof. In 1896, architect John 
W. Gaddis from Vincennes designed 
the prison’s additional jail block in 
the Romanesque Revival style with 
rusticated limestone. The prison closed 
in 1992, and it became another one of 
Gaddis’ designs added to the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1999. 
Now, visitors can explore the jail’s 
museum of preserved Vermillion County 
newspapers and other historical items.

THE HOOSIER VAGABOND 

TIME-HONORED 
ARCHITECTURE

FESTA DELLA  
PICCOLA ITALIA

Newport

Dana

Clinton

Nicole Thomas is a freelance 
writer from Indianapolis. 

Photo courtesy of the Little Italy Festival, Clinton

Ernie Pyle
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That’s how the Haan mansion, 
officially known as the Haan 
Museum of Indiana Art, found a 
place on Hoosier soil. Originally the 
Connecticut pavilion at the World’s 
Fair, it was sold afterward for $3,000 
to Lafayette attorney William Potter 
then disassembled, transported in 
22 rail cars, and reassembled at its 
current spot near downtown Lafayette.

Robert and Ellen Haan took 
ownership of the Colonial Revival-
style residence in 1984 and called it 
home until 2015 when they donated 
their 5-acre property and much of 
their enviable art collection to their 
newly established art museum. Today, 
self-guided tours provide a peek at 
T.C. Steele oil paintings, world’s fair 
vases, and antique furniture, including 
perhaps the quirkiest item of all, a 
1910 grandfather clock carved from an 
unearthed log that was carbon-dated 
to 2100 B.C.

A stroll behind the 15,000-square-
foot residence finds a sculpture 
garden with 27 creations, along with 3 
wooded acres encompassing a nature 
trail and, unexpectedly, a mountain 
bike course that’s open to the public.

Tippecanoe Place 
South Bend 
tippe.com | 574-234-9077

In 1884, Clement Studebaker, 
president of the world’s largest 
manufacturer of horse-drawn vehicles, 
decided he needed a home befitting 
his lofty station in life. So he hired a 
Chicago architect who favored the 
Richardson Romanesque style, which 
incorporates rough-hewn stone, and 
settled on a 2.6-acre spot west of 
downtown South Bend.

Five years later, Studebaker got his 
new digs, bearing dimensions that 

defied belief — nearly 
24,000 square feet, 
four stories, 40 rooms, 
20 fireplaces, and a 
price tag of $250,000, 
the equivalent of 
$8.5 million in 2024. 
Art and furnishings 
added $100,000 ($3.5 
million) to the total.

“The house, in its 
proportions and 
appointments, probably surpasses 
anything in Indiana,” declared the 
South Bend Times and Tribune. But 
only eight months later, a disastrous 
fire necessitated $100,000 in repairs.

Today, you can not only take guided 
and self-guided tours of the house  
that Studebaker built; you can 
also dine at its upscale restaurant, 
Tippecanoe Place, or grab a hot  
meal and a cold one at its casual 
in-house microbrewery, Studebaker 
Brewing Co.

Must-sees on the self-guided tour 
include the original elevator — said to 

be Indiana’s first — the solarium,  
the grand hall, the grand staircase, 
and the former art gallery (now  
a ballroom).  

Clement Studebaker died before 
he saw his company’s transition to 
automaking, for which his family name 
is best remembered. But he also didn’t 
have to witness the Depression-era 
bankruptcy that forced his family to 
relinquish his dream home. It sat 
empty from 1933 to 1941 when a 
South Bend businessman purchased 
it for the cut-rate price of $20,000.

continued on page 22

Tippecanoe Place

State Room at Tippecanoe Place

Indiana eats
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THE ATTIC/COFFEE MILL CAFÉ
Madison
Atticmadison.com
The Attic, housed in a building that dates back to 
1860, is a unique family-owned business in the heart 
of Madison. The Coffee Mill Café opened in 1993 
and features gourmet flavored coffees, breakfast 
paninis, pastries, and desserts available all day. 
Soups, salads, and sandwiches are served during 
lunch hours. Besides coffee, The Attic also features 
unique gifts, including clothing, jewelry, home décor, 
and more. This year, owners Chris and Lyndsey 
Hornbrook will open the newly renovated Historic 
Madison Bed and Breakfast so you can eat, drink, 
shop, and sleep in one location!

BLACKBIRD CAFÉ
Valparaiso
blackbirdvalpo.com
Blackbird Café sits just off the Valparaiso town 
square on Lincolnway and is currently the town’s 
longest-standing café. The owner is the third 
generation of the family who ran The Donut Hut, 
which began serving Valparaiso in 1974. Blackbird 
offers a relaxed, cozy atmosphere perfect for 
“working from home” or gathering with friends. The 
building has housed a café since the early 1990s 
when it was an “Internet Café.” Blackbird offers 
breakfast, lunch, and bakery items made from 
scratch daily.

CAFÉ ROYAL COFFEE HOUSE
New Castle
facebook.com/caferoyalnc/
Opened in 2009, Café Royal is a family-owned 
coffee shop with a community focus in New Castle. 
The restaurant offers all-day breakfast and lunch 
options and an assortment of specialized coffee 
drinks. They also have a soup and sandwich special 
of the day, and reviews claim they have amazing 
biscuits and gravy.

OUR PLACE COFFEE
Zionsville
Ourplacecoffee.com
Our Place Coffee is a popular spot on 1st Street in 
Zionsville. Started by the Deinlein family, Our Place 
Coffee is inspired by their father’s love of coffee and 
their mother’s love of community. They want the café 
to be a place where people slow down and connect 
face-to-face. Our Place Coffee is open for breakfast 
and lunch and offers traditional coffee drinks and 
“fancy lattes” with flavors such as berries and cream, 
snickerdoodle, and red velvet.

COOL BEANS
Unique coffee places around the state offer more than just hot beverages

outdoors

30  AUGUST 2024

One of the best reasons to visit 
a field of sunflowers is for the 

way it sounds. The inescapable 
beauty of such a place attracts 
gawkers and admirers of all kinds 
who create a contented hum that can 
be found nowhere else. 

We are in the season for sunflowers, 
which mature for backyard 
gardeners and commercial growers 
alike by mid-July to early August. 
Where there is a field of blossoming 
sunflowers, there is not only an 
abundance of bees and beetles and 
birds but plenty of human passersby, 
those who cruise country roads with 
open windows, who set up camera 
tripods, and those drawn by the 
inevitable social media buzz.

A summer ago, a farmer friend of 
ours who grows acres of organic 
sunflowers in Eastern Parke County 
realized the attraction of his fields. 
For as long as there was daylight, a 
steady stream of cars idled past his 
property on roads typically driven 
only by the few folks who live along 
them. They are narrow country 
lanes, many graveled or mostly 
patched, with some inexplicable 
compass point associated with their 
green road signs, yet they are found 
as if people are on some sort of hunt 
for treasure.

The contented hum of

sunf lowers
outdoors

At times, my friend grew irritated 
with the strangers who laid claim to 
his sunflowers, some who parked in 
the road and brazenly walked into 
his fields, others who clipped the 
heads of particularly pretty flowers, 
and still others who left their trash 
behind. Since I fancy myself a 
photographer, I showed up too, 
pulling my truck into a grassy ditch 
on several evenings, and, with his 
permission, snapped away.

On one occasion, as I stood on 
the truck’s tailgate with a camera, 
a wiry pedestrian speed-walked 
by, out, I suspected, for her usual 
head-clearing evening exercise. 
As I turned to see her, a car crept 
by, its radio turned up louder than 
it needed to be. She was clearly 
irritated by the unwelcomed 
disturbance, and even though I 
said something pleasant to her 
about the splendor of the field on 
that gorgeous summer night, it was 
obvious that she wasn’t particularly 
happy to see me there either. I 
understood that a quiet but pleasant 
drone near sunflowers could only be 
heard in near silence.

Members of the aster family and 
the genus, “helianthus” (a literal 
Greek translation of their name), 
sunflowers were cultivated by North 

American peoples long before 
Europeans came here. They 
are not a single flower at all, but 
1,000 to 2,000 “florets” bloom in 
each. Sunflowers attract insect 
friends and foes alike, the latter a 
variety of destructive moths and 
beetles that challenge farmers. 
The former are beneficial 
pollinators, from honeybees to 
hoverflies, ladybugs to lacewings. 
As far as birds go, goldfinches 
are sunflower connoisseurs. 

In this summer of heat and baked 
earth, it is a challenge to find 
a more pleasant place than a 
sunflower field. If you know of 
one, take in the splendor of its 
bright faces and vivid colors. But, 
just for a moment, close your 
eyes and listen.

Mike Lunsford 
is a freelance 
columnist, 
feature writer, 
and photographer, 
primarily for the Terre 
Haute Tribune-Star and Terre 
Haute Living magazine. The 
author of seven books lives 
in Parke County with his wife, 
Joanie. Contact Lunsford at 
hickory913@gmail.com.

energy
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An unexpected power outage likely 
makes you fly to a far-flung region in 
your home — your circuit breaker box.

Many home circuit breaker boxes 
can be found in areas such as 
garages and basements. They are the 
electrical nerve center of your home; 
they control the flow of electricity 
throughout your home to the various 
rooms and devices that power your 
day. According to the Electrical Safety 
Foundation, homes with service 
panels installed before 1965 likely 
use fuses to protect each individual 
circuit. Newer homes feature circuit 
breakers that maintain the safe flow of 
electricity.

When circuits are overloaded or 
encounter a disturbance, they may 
“trip” or open to interrupt the flow 
of electricity. The Electrical Safety 
Foundation reports that blown fuses 
in older homes require replacement 
when an issue arises, while circuit 
breakers can be reset once the 
potential problem is resolved. The 
organization adds that a tripped 
breaker is typically the result of 
too many appliances overloading 
the circuit, which should be fixed 
immediately.

When a short circuit occurs, an 
electrified wire directly contacts a 
neutral wire or the ground, causing 

a surge of 
electricity. 
Circuit breakers 
are designed 
to trip almost 
instantaneously 
in this situation to 
prevent significant 
damage or possibly even a fire. 

Ground fault circuit interrupter 
breakers and outlets are used for 
circuits where there is water or 
high moisture, such as a bathroom, 
kitchen, or garage. Some homes have 
GFCI breakers in the breaker panel 
or GFCI outlets designed to shut off 
power within a fraction of a second for 
safety. The outlets have a push button 
to reset in case they ever trip.

There are steps you can take to 
investigate and resolve a tripped 
circuit breaker. Sometimes, the 
situation can be resolved quickly. 
However, if the issue cannot be 
found or the breaker continues to 
trip, contact a qualified electrician to 
investigate and fix the problem.

Source: Electrical Safety Foundation

by Matt Strahl
Energy Advisor, NineStar Connect

Connecting 
with your 
HOME CIRCUIT 
BREAKER PANEL

HOW TO RESET A 
TRIPPED BREAKER

• Unplug or turn off appliances 

in the room.

• Find your main breaker panel 

and open the cover.

• Locate the tripped breaker or 

blown fuse. A tripped circuit 

breaker will be in the off 

position or in a middle position 

between on and off.

• To reset the breaker, switch 

it to the off position and then 

back to on. This may restore 

power to the room. If the 

problem continues, there 

may be more severe issues. 

Contact an electrician to 

diagnose the problem.

food
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FOOD PREPARED BY INDIANA CONNECTION STAFF

PHOTOS BY KILEY LIPPS

Lemon brings a bright, summery 

blend of sweet and sour to any recipe

Pucker up

Crush all the Oreos in a food processor. Reserve a ¾ cup of 
crumbs for the topping. Pour the remaining crumbs into a 9x13-
inch pan, spreading them out evenly. Pour melted butter all 
over the crumbs and mix together. Press down into the bottom 
of the pan to create a crust. 

In a medium bowl, combine both lemon pudding mixes and 
milk. Whisk well to combine. Cover the bowl and place it in 
the refrigerator for 5 minutes to thicken. In a separate bowl, 
blend the cream cheese until smooth. Then blend in the 
powdered sugar until combined. Fold in one container of Cool 
Whip. Spread this evenly over the Oreo crust. Spread the 
lemon pudding over the cream cheese layer. Then, spread the 
remaining container of Cool Whip over the top. Sprinkle the 
top with the remaining crushed Oreos. Cover and chill in the 
refrigerator for 2 hours before serving.

1 (14.3 oz) package 
golden Oreos

½ cup butter, melted

2 packages (3.4 oz each) 
instant lemon pudding mix

3¼ cups milk

2 (8 oz) containers Cool Whip

1 (8 oz) package 
cream cheese

1 cup powdered sugar

HEAVENLY LEMON OREO CHEESECAKE
Marilles Mauer, Greensburg

food

AUGUST 2024  19

Mix together flour, baking soda, and salt and set aside. In a large bowl, 
mix the melted butter and granulated sugar with a whisk until smooth. 
Add the egg and egg yolk and combine with a whisk. Add lemon 
extract, lemon juice, and lemon zest and whisk together. Stir in the 
dry ingredients and mix until a dough forms. Refrigerate for 2-4 hours. 
Preheat the oven to 325 F. Roll the dough into 1-inch balls and roll in 
the powdered sugar, coating completely. Place the balls 2 inches apart 
on a baking sheet lined with parchment paper. Bake for 10-12 minutes 
until the edges are fully set, and the middle is not too wet to the touch. 
Cool completely before serving. Makes 18 cookies.

2 cups all-purpose flour

½ tsp baking soda

¼ tsp salt

½ cup butter, melted and cooled

1 cup granulated sugar

1 large egg

1 large egg yolk

2 Tbsp freshly squeezed 
lemon juice

1 Tbsp freshly grated lemon zest

1 tsp lemon extract

½ cup powdered sugar

LEMON CRINKLE COOKIES Laura Garza, Beech Grove

1 lb boneless, skinless 
chicken breasts

1 Tbsp olive oil

1 medium onion, diced

3 carrots, diced

3 celery ribs, diced

3 cloves garlic, minced

6 cups chicken stock

1 bay leaf

1/2½ tsp oregano

¾ cup uncooked orzo

8 oz fresh baby spinach

Juice of 1 lemon

Salt and pepper to taste

LEMON CHICKEN ORZO SOUP
Suetta Tingler, Corydon

Chop the chicken into bite-size pieces. Season with salt and 
pepper. Heat oil in a large pot over medium heat. Add the 
chicken and cook, stirring often, until golden on all sides for 
about 5 minutes. Remove the chicken and set aside. Add the 
onions, carrots, and celery to the pot and cook over medium 
heat, stirring often, until softened, about 5 minutes. Stir in the 
garlic and cook for 30 seconds more. Add the chicken stock, 
bay leaf, and oregano to the pot and bring to a boil. Add the 
orzo and chicken to the pot and simmer for 10 minutes or until 
the orzo has softened. Stir in the spinach and cook until wilted 
or about 2 minutes. Remove from the heat and stir in the lemon 
juice. Season with salt and pepper as needed.
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RYAN  
STUTHERS
Distribution System  
Engineering Supervisor
Tipmont

INTERESTED IN AN  
ELECTRIC CO-OP CAREER?
Visit WePowerIndiana.org. 

2019 JOB SHADOW 
Job Shadow
WIN Energy REMC

2020 HIRED 
Distribution  
System Engineer 
Tipmont

2022 PROMOTED 
Lead Distribution  
System Engineer
Tipmont

2023 PROMOTED 
Distribution System  
Engineering Supervisor
Tipmont

PROFESSIONAL PROGRESSION: 

FAST TRACK TO ENGINEERING 
AND LEADERSHIP SUCCESS
When Ryan Stuthers was pursuing 
an electrical engineering degree at 
Anderson University, he wasn’t sure 
what type of electrical engineer he 
wanted to be. “There are a lot of 
avenues you can take in that career 
field,” he said. 

Though he was exposed to most 
avenues, one he had never heard 
about was electric cooperatives. 
“I had no idea what an electric 
co-op was,” the Terre Haute native 
admitted. But passing through a 
career fair on campus his junior year, 
he ran into Ann Mears, careers and 
youth partnerships director at Indiana 
Electric Cooperatives.

That day, Mears introduced Stuthers 
to Indiana’s electric cooperatives. “I 
thought it was a fascinating concept 
and couldn’t believe I didn’t know 
anything about it.”

Their brief conversation led to follow-
up emails and phone calls. Those 
led to a job shadowing opportunity 
at WIN Energy REMC and his “a-ha” 
moment. “They gave me an overview 
of not just co-op-specific things but 
all of the concepts that fall within the 
realm of distribution engineering, 
all of the technologies and their 
history and how it’s advancing,” he 
said. “What piqued my interest the 
most was connecting theory — the 
vast array of electrical engineering 
concepts from various college 
classes — to real-world application.”

Hardly a month after graduation, 
Stuthers was hired as Tipmont’s 
distribution engineer. Today, he’s 
the distribution system engineering 
supervisor. Like most jobs at electric 

cooperatives, his positions 
covered many broad areas 
and have allowed him to 
pursue his diverse interests in 
electrical engineering concepts. The 
positions also gave him responsibility 
over engineering and advancing 
technology, which was unique among 
his college classmates who took 
other paths. 

Stuthers said there’s never a dull 
moment. “When I first started, I think 
I can almost quote myself saying 
something naïve along the lines that 
I will have this job figured out in a 
year. I was very wrong. Because there 
continues to be new things to learn 
and new challenges.” 

With his latest position, he said, 
“I’ve taken on a leadership role. You 
have to be able to communicate with 
lots of different people. Whether 
that’s people in member services, 
operations, other personnel in the 
office, or members. You must interact 
and engage with those people and 
be able to explain concepts that are 
pretty difficult to explain.”

Looking back, he noted that’s one 
aspect of his liberal arts university 
education he wasn’t sure he would 
use. Despite being on an engineering 
track, his professors emphasized 
the importance of communication, 
leadership skills, and empathy. Like 
all the engineering concepts, those 
skills serve him well today, too. “It’s 
crazy I’ve found myself in a position 
that emphasizes that so much — 
along with the technical expertise. The 
co-op is like a fast track to building 
interpersonal and leadership skills.”

safety
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As harvest season ramps up in 
Indiana, farmers and their crews 
are busy moving equipment to 
and from the fields. This increased 
activity, however, raises the risk 
of accidents, especially involving 
electricity, cautioned Jon Elkins, 
vice president of safety, training 
and compliance at Indiana Electric 
Cooperatives. 

“Combines and grain augers are 

large pieces of equipment,” said 

Elkins. “People assume everything 

16  SEPTEMBER 2024

safety

Be safe 
around 
electricity 
when 
moving farm 
equipment 

Knowledge is power 

Anyone who operates farm 
equipment and augers should be 
educated about safe operating 
procedures and hazards, including 
the possibility of coming in contact 
with electric lines. Be alert when 
you’re at work!

will fit under the power lines, but 

that isn’t always the case. The 

biggest cause of electrocutions on 

farms is equipment accidentally 

touching power lines.”

To prevent such dangerous 

incidents, Indiana Electric 

Cooperatives offers the following 

safety guidelines:

• Observe your surroundings. 
Always check above and 

around before moving or raising 

equipment. Remember, power 

lines can sag, especially in hot 

weather. Maintain a minimum 

clearance of 10 feet from all 

power lines and poles.

• Never try to raise power lines 
to allow tall equipment to pass 
through. Even non-metallic 

objects like wood poles or 

branches can conduct electricity.

• Be cautious around power 
poles. Striking a pole can cause 

it to break and drop live wires 

onto your equipment.

• Lower equipment properly. Ensure 

that equipment like grain augers and 

other portable equipment are fully 

lowered before transporting.

• Use a spotter. When navigating 

near power lines, having a spotter 

can enhance safety by providing an 

extra set of eyes.

• Plan your route. If there's any 

doubt equipment will clear a power 

line, opt for an alternative route.

• Stay put in emergencies. If you’re 

in equipment that touches power 

lines, stay in the cab and call for 

help. Tell others to stay away. 

In the rare case of a fire and an 

emergency exit is necessary, jump 

clear without touching the ground 

and the equipment simultaneously, 

then shuffle with both feet together 

for at least 30 feet to avoid 

electrical shock.

“Working the land has enough hazards 

in the work itself,” said Elkins. “With 

care and planning, moving to and from 

the fields shouldn’t be one of them.”
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A cat’s inclination to scratch might be natural, but when it reduces your favorite  
pillow to shreds, you’re ready to do anything to put it to a stop.

OFFER APPROPRIATE SCRATCHING SURFACES
Without a designated scratching spot, cats will find something suitable to meet their 
needs, sometimes to the detriment of your decor. Don’t take it personally — cats  
need to scratch to maintain their claws, communicate with other cats, and stretch  
their muscles. 

“Owners should provide different materials for 
scratching like twine-wrapped columns, old carpet 
squares, and cardboard scratchers, as well as both 
vertical and horizontal surfaces, as individual cat 
preferences vary,” advised Jami Heying, board president 
of the Independent Cat Society, a non-profit, no-kill feline 
shelter serving Northwest Indiana.

ENCOURAGE SCRATCHING  
SPOTS AND DETER OTHERS
Make your new scratching spots attractive by spritzing catnip spray on 
them. Do your best to stay on target, as a misguided spray might give your cat 
the wrong idea. Cover furniture and other tempting surfaces with aluminum foil or 
double-sided tape — the noise and feeling when scratched can help turn cats away. 
While retraining your cat, apply nail caps to their nails to provide a buffer between their 
nails and your surfaces.

FEED FELINE CURIOSITY
A bored cat often means a destructive cat, and while cats are seemingly comfortable 
solo, it doesn’t mean they don’t need stimulation. Provide an enriching environment 
that keeps your cat busy, making scratching less attractive. Stock your cat’s stash with 
interactive toys and puzzle feeders, and make sure family members take time to play with 
them. Outfit their space with cat trees and shelves, which give them a place to perch and 
observe things from a new vantage point. The climbing action of scaling a cat tree can 
help feed their need to work their claws, further reducing the risk of unwanted scratching. 

Be consistent and patient as your cat learns new behaviors, and use positive 
reinforcement to redirect their attention toward appropriate scratching surfaces. When you 
do, your cat will be able to fulfill their natural instincts and you can enjoy a home with less 
destructive scratching. 

pets

Natalie Derrickson is a freelance writer from Indianapolis. 

CAT SCRATCH NO MORE
Give your favorite feline an outlet for scratching that’s pet parent-approved

travel
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Blankets
of blooms
Northern Indiana’s Heritage Trail is draped, literally, 
in mega-sized quilts in mural and garden form

Millions of vibrant blooms in hot 

pinks, cool purples, and sunny 

yellows stand tall, sharply defining 

their esteemed role in a thoughtfully 

designed pattern installed by 

200-plus thoughtful and generous 

volunteers. These aren’t just any old 

public garden beds. They are the 

Quilt Gardens along the Heritage 

Trail in Elkhart County.

Blossoming from two test gardens 

plotted in 2007, 13 Quilt Gardens dot 

the Elkhart County map this summer 

across six cities and towns, including 

Elkhart, Goshen, Middlebury, 

Nappanee, Bristol, and Wakarusa. 

Hand-painted, super-sized murals 

of stunning quilts painted by artist 

Jeff Stillson of Nappanee can be 

found alongside three of the Quilt 

Gardens. Others stand on their own, 

adorning gathering spaces like the 

Elkhart Civic Theatre in Bristol and 

at community standbys like Martin 

Ace Hardware in Middlebury. 

Visitors can enjoy these stunning 

displays all summer long, from May 

30 through Sept. 15. Take your time 

and enjoy the journey by lingering 

at the Quilt Gardens’ host locales. 

History buffs can combine interests 

at Quilt Garden stops at Ruthmere in 

Elkhart, Krider World’s Fair Gardens 

in Middlebury, and Goshen’s Elkhart 

County Courthouse and Elkhart 

County 4-H Fairgrounds. Stand in 

awe at the largest Quilt Garden 

at Das Dutchman Essenhaus and 

check out the site’s quilt mural 

before you fill your belly with 

authentic Amish-style meals.

With 13 gardens and 12 murals to 

visit, taking your time is encouraged 

— and so is keeping track of your 

stops. Get the Quilt Gardens 

Passport and log each garden 

and mural you visit this summer 

to earn points and win prizes from 

the Elkhart County Convention and 

Visitors Bureau. Enjoying the Quilt 

Gardens is free and open for all 

to enjoy at their own pace during 

daylight hours. Learn more about 

the Quilt Gardens, plot your route, 

and download your passport at 

QuiltGardens.com. 

Natalie Derrickson is a freelancer 
from Indianapolis.

travel

Photos courtesy 
of Elkhart County, 

Indiana CVB
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FULL SPREAD
Bleed:  
16.25” x 10.75” 

Trim:  
16” x 10.5”

Color:
1x: $13,100 
3x: $12,445 
6x: $11,790 
12x: $11,135

B&W:
1x: $10,075 
3x: $9,570 
6x: $9,070 
12x: $8,565

National
AD RATES

1/6 PAGE
Bleed:  
3.0139” x 5.25” 

Trim:  
2.8889” x 5.125”

Color:
1x: $3,175 
3x: $3,015 
6x: $2,860 
12x: $2,700

B&W:
1x: $2,445 
3x: $2,325 
6x: $2,200 
12x: $2,080

1/3 PAGE
Bleed:  
3.0139” x 10.75”

Trim:  
2.8889” x 10.5”

Color:
1x: $5,900 
3x: $5,605 
6x: $5,315 
12x: $5,015

B&W:
1x: $4,540 
3x: $4,310 
6x: $4,085 
12x: $3,855

1/2 PAGE
Bleed:  
8.25” x 5.25”  

Trim:  
8” x 5.125”

Color:
1x: $8,175 
3x: $7,765 
6x: $7,360 
12x: $6,945

B&W:
1x: $6,285 
3x: $5,975 
6x: $5,655 
12x: $5,345

FULL PAGE
Bleed:  
8.25” x 10.75”

Trim:  
8” x 10.5”

Color:
1x: $13,625 
3x: $12,940 
6x: $12,260 
12x: $11,580

B&W:
1x: $10,475 
3x: $9,950 
6x: $9,430 
12x: $8,905
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Editorial Calendar

Our Marketplace offers maximum 
exposure for your business or 
organization at a minimal cost. 

A limited number of these display 
ads are available each month. 

Don’t miss this opportunity to 
reach over 900,000 consumers at 
an affordable rate!

Investment: $500

Your marketplace ad includes:

•	 full color logo
•	 headline up to eight words
•	 up to five lines of text 
•	 20 characters per line
•	 your website address 
•	 no charge for color

Example

Line 1
Line 2
Line 3
Line 4
Line 5

indianaconnection.org

CELEBRATING THE 
EXPERIENCES 
THAT DEFINE 

 THE HOOSIER STATE

11

MARKETPLACEAdvertising & Rate

Questions about advertising in Indiana Connection? 
Contact Claire Hill  |  M: 931-446-2510  |  E: chill@indianaec.org

Please contact Claire Hill, 931-446-2510 or chill@indianaec.org, for 
other small business advertising opportunities in Indiana Connection.

WE REPAIR LEAKY  

LAKES GUARANTEED

We know how to find all 
water leaks underground.

Call us! 
812-987-4119

Serving IN, OH, IL, KY & TN

www.WhatsBelow.com

MARKETPLACE
Our Marketplace offers 
maximum exposure for your 
business or organization at 
a minimal cost.

Please contact Cheryl 
Solomon, 847-749-4875 
or cheryl@amp.coop, 
for other small business 
advertising opportunities in 
Indiana Connection.

In the July issue of Indiana Connection, we want to celebrate America 
by highlighting our readers’ 4th of July traditions and memories. Does 
your family have a favorite firework spot or a special meal eaten every 
Independence Day? Tell us about it! Submit entries by mail to our office 
(11805 Pennsylvania Street, Carmel, IN 46032) or at  
indianaconnection.org/share-your-4th-of-july-traditions by May 24.

SHARE YOUR  
4TH OF JULY 
traditions



ADVERTISEMENTSpecifications
PREPARING FILES
Camera-ready ads must be provided as a high-resolution PDF file suitable 
for print at the proper size. Images should be 300 PPI. Adobe Acrobat 
PDF setting PDF/X-1a works well. All fonts and images embedded. All 
artwork must be provided in CMYK mode. No spot colors, RGB, LAB or 
embedded color profiles (such as ICC profiles). Type minimum size of 6 pt. 
For artwork with bleed include minimum .125" (1/8") bleed with crop marks. 
Please keep all live material .25" (1/4") from trim on all sides.

UNACCEPTABLE FORMATS
We cannot accept files in the following formats under any condition: 
Microsoft Publisher; any word processing file; any presentation format such 
as a PowerPoint file. Please create a high-resolution PDF from these file 
formats for print. 

Note: Any intervention required by Indiana Connection or our printer 
may result in additional charges. Where materials do not conform to 
specifications, advertiser will be offered the choice of sending new 
materials, time permitting, or having Indiana Connection make the 
necessary alterations, which will be billed at cost.

SENDING YOUR AD
Email to Ashley Curry at acurry@indianaec.org. File sharing for large files 
available upon request.
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MARCH 2024

Hoosiers embrace — and brace for — total eclipse

to a Celestial Show
Front Row



ADVERTISINGTerms & Conditions
These terms and conditions describe the requirements 
for advertising in all the media properties of Indiana 
Connection magazine (the “publisher”) for any person 
or entity choosing to purchase marketing or advertising 
assistance (the “advertiser”). 

1.	 All advertisements are subject to the publisher’s approval. The publisher 
reserves the right to reject any advertisement or portion thereof.

2.	 Accepted advertising must be in accordance with certain standards. 

3.	 Advertorial, sponsored or “native content” may be accepted when it conforms 
to publisher’s guidelines and all relevant USPS and FTC regulations.

4.	 Contract deadlines: The closing (deadline) date for space contracts is 5 p.m. 
in accordance with the calendar set forth in this document.

5.	 Art deadline: The deadline for receipt of print-ready art is 5 p.m. in accordance 
with the calendar set forth in this document.

6.	 First-time advertisers are required to pay in advance. Proof of creditworthiness 
and good standing with customers may be required.

7.	 Terms: Net 30 days from date of invoice with approved credit.

8.	 Methods of payment: The publisher accepts checks as its form of payment. 
Cash discounts are not available.

9.	 Liability for payment: Publisher may hold advertiser and agency jointly and 
severally liable for all sums due and payable to the publisher.

10.	 Frequency rates: Advertising ordered at a frequency discount rate and not 
earned within 12 months of the first insertion will be billed at the earned rate 
(short rate).

11.	 Position: All ads are accepted as run-of-publication with positioning at the 
publisher’s discretion and the advertiser’s requests followed to the extent 
practical within regular makeup limitations and policies.

12.	 Inserts: Rates available on request. Insertion order and a sample or mock-
up of insert should be provided to publisher 60 days prior to the intended 
month of publication. Inserts must meet postal regulations and printer’s 
specifications. Advertiser is subject to additional cost if postage increases 
due to weight of insert.

13.	 Classified advertising: The publisher does not accept classified advertising.

14.	 Editorial space in the magazine cannot be purchased. Such space is not 
sold.

15.	 Publisher’s liability: The publisher is not responsible for errors in key 
numbers/codes or for copy changes received after the closing date. If a 
scheduled advertisement is not published, publisher’s liability is limited to 
a refund to the agency or advertiser of an advance payment, if any, for the 
omitted advertisement. Liability for any error in a published advertisement 
will not exceed the cost of the space occupied by the advertisement.

16.	 Agreements between the parties for the advertiser to purchase marketing 
or advertising assistance must be in writing. Verbal orders will not be 
accepted. Any amendments, extensions, renewals or modifications must 
also be agreed to in writing, which may be accomplished electronically. 
Cancellations also must be made in writing.

17.	 After the closing (deadline) date, cancellations will not be accepted.

18.	 Cooperation: The parties agree to work together on all layout and design 
issues.

19.	 Choice of law: The parties agree that this agreement and any amendments, 
extensions, renewals or modifications thereof shall be governed by Indiana 
law.

20.	 Paid advertisements are not endorsements or promotions by any electric 
cooperative or by the publisher.

21.	 The printed magazine is published monthly.

22.	 Indiana Connection and all of its media properties are owned by Indiana 
Electric Cooperatives, 11805 Pennsylvania Street, Carmel, IN 46032. 
Phone: 317-487-2234.
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11805 Pennsylvania Street, Carmel, IN 46032

317-487-2234


