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Celebrating the people, places, food and travel experiences 
that defi ne the Hoosier state. Our over 909,000 loyal 
readers crave the simple, laid-back Indiana lifestyle.
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OUR READERS ARE uniquely ‘INDIANA’
Indiana Connection is unlike other magazines you may have come across. Though our content celebrates 
the rural and suburban Indiana lifestyle — with topics ranging from Indiana travel, cooking, dining and 
hobbies — it also includes advice on how to stay safe around electricity and how to trim your energy bills. 

Plus, readers have access to the latest news about issues important to them as consumers of their 
member-owned electric cooperative.

Indiana Connection is the official publication of Indiana’s electric cooperatives. 
Over 311,000 Hoosier homes around the state receive the magazine through their memberships in their 
electric cooperatives. Just as membership in community-focused electric cooperatives inspires loyalty and 
grassroots involvement, Indiana Connection has that same overwhelming support from its readership. 
Indiana Connection has informed, entertained, and, most importantly, connected with its readers since its 
fi rst issue in 1951. Back then, it was known as Indiana Rural News. Through the years, the multi-award-
winning publication evolved from a tabloid newspaper, to one with a new moniker — Electric Consumer 
— which referred to its electric cooperative roots, to a slick stock magazine. Finally, in March 2019, we 
rebranded as Indiana Connection, a name chosen to refl ect our strong ongoing relationship with our 
readers. Our over 909,000 readers can’t be pigeon-holed by their background, occupation, age, gender or 
race. They are anyone and everyone. They are uniquely Indiana. 

We invite you to connect with them through our magazine.
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MEET OUR READERS

Our readers are loyal.

Women
52%

Men
48%

311,000 Monthly Circulation*    3 Adult Readers Per Copy

Total 
Audience

909,000

Median Age 65     55+ 88%

*AAM Audited. Source: 2022 GFK MRI Profi le Study

69% Married 94% Own a Home

Median Home Value $297,800 Median HHI $74,900

40% Employed  46% Retired  68% Attended College

Of our 849,000 regular readers, 77.7% read regularly and
51.4% spent more than 30 minutes reading each issue.  
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OUR READERS

AT HOME
94% own a home

own an 
animal

67%
47% own a dog    
39% own a cat

own an 
animal

47% 
39% 

animal
47% 
39% 

have completed a 
home improvement 
project in the past

 12 months

71.3%

were interested 
in home 

improvement

56%

Source: 2022 GFK MRI Profi le Study
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67%
of our readers 

took an Indiana-based 
domestic trip in the 

last 12 months

67%
of our readers 

took an Indiana-based 
domestic trip in the 

last 12 months
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took a weekend 
and/or road trip 

in the last 
12 months

65%

took road trips 
for an average 

of 6 days

41%



own a 
vehicle

98.4%

63% own a truck
62% own an SUV

56% own a car

Source: 2022 GFK MRI Profi le Study
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31.9% own 
two vehicles    
26.6% own 

three vehicles



51%
have a 
garden

Source: 2022 GFK MRI Profi le Study

8

have a primary 
residence of 
more than 
one acre

65%

own more 
than 

three acres

42%
own more 

three acres

%



Questions about advertising in Indiana Connection?
Contact Cheryl Solomon  |  O: 847.749.4875  |  M: 847.612.9015  |  E: cheryl@amp.coop
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FROM COMB, SWEET COMB TO TABLE

Pork:

1 ½ T. olive oil

3 cloves garlic, minced

1 t. salt

½ t. pepper

1 3 ½ lb. bone-in pork loin roast

1 t. sage

Heat oven to 375 F. Combine olive 
oil, garlic, salt and pepper in a cup. 
Spread over top of pork. Sprinkle 
with sage. Place in roasting pan. 
Bake 1 hour.

Maple-Honey Sauce:

½ cup chicken broth, divided

1 T. cornstarch

⅓ cup maple syrup

⅓ cup honey

¼ cup heavy whipping cream

Dash of allspice

FOOD PREPARED BY EMILY SCHILLING AND KILEY LIPPS

PHOTOS BY KILEY LIPPS

Whisk 1 T. broth and cornstarch until smooth. Bring remaining ingredients to 
a boil. Whisk half of cornstarch mixture into maple honey mixture. Bring to a 
boil. Cook until thickened (about 1 minute). Add additional cornstarch mixture 
if desired. Reserve ¼ cup of this mixture. Brush 2 T. of reserved sauce over 
pork. Bake additional 10 minutes. Brush with 2 more tablespoons of reserved 
sauce. Bake 5-10 more minutes. Pour any juices from pork into cooked 
maple-honey sauce; serve with pork. Yield: 6 servings.

MAPLE-HONEY 
PORK LOIN ROAST
Patricia Piekarski
Harvey, Illinois

Food
Our readers love the recipe section — and with 
good reason. Recipes are submitted by the readers 
themselves. Food is prepared, photographed and taste-
tested by magazine staff, so we know it’s delicious.

food
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1 cup honey

3 eggs, beaten

3 T. butter

1 t. vanilla extract

1 cup chopped pecans

Dash of nutmeg

1 9-inch pie shell, unbaked

In a saucepan, bring honey to a boil. 
Quickly beat eggs into honey. Add 
butter, extract, pecans and nutmeg. 
Pour into pie shell and bake at 325 
F for 25 minutes or until filling is set. 
Yield: 6–8 servings.

HONEY PIE
Shirley Todd
Columbus, Indiana

Cookies:

7 T. honey

¾ cup oil

1 egg

¾ cup sugar

3 cups flour

1 t. baking soda

1 t. cinnamon

1 t. gingerbread spice

Glaze:

¼ cup powdered sugar

1 ½ T. milk

Preheat oven to 375 F. In a 
large bowl, mix honey, oil, egg 
and sugar. In a separate bowl, 
combine flour with baking soda, 
cinnamon, and gingerbread spice. 
Add to honey mixture and blend 
together to make a dough. Take 
1 t. of dough and roll into a ball. 
Place dough ball on a cookie 
tray lined with parchment paper. 
Repeat until all dough is used. 
Bake for about 8 minutes or until 
bottoms of cookies are lightly 
browned. Take out of oven and let 
cool completely.

Combine powdered sugar and 
milk to get a thick mixture. Drizzle 
over cookies. Let glaze harden for 
several hours, then store cookies 
in an airtight container.

SOFT HONEY 
COOKIES
Marilles Mauer
Greensburg, Indiana

½ cup sifted all-purpose flour

¼ t. salt

2 t. baking powder

½ cup whole wheat flour

1 egg, well beaten

¼ cup orange juice

1 t. grated orange rind

½ cup honey

3 T. melted shortening

In a large bowl, sift all-purpose 
flour, salt and baking powder 
together. Add whole wheat 
flour and mix thoroughly. In 
another bowl, combine egg, 
orange juice, rind, honey and 
shortening. Add all at once 
to flour, stirring only enough 
to dampen all flour. Bake in 
well-greased muffin pan or 
use paper baking cups. Bake 
in hot oven at 400 F for 15-20 
minutes or until browned.
Yield: 12 muffins.

HONEY ORANGE 
MUFFINS
Doris Ann Kahlert
Berne, Indiana
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Pioneering aviator Amelia Earhart 
is remembered most for how her life 
ended. Her tragic disappearance 
over the Pacific while trying to girdle 
the globe in 1937 remains a mystery 
that still evokes a sense of wistful 
sadness and loss.

But her most endearing legacy, 
especially at Purdue University 
where she was a visiting faculty 
member, will be the boundless spirit 
in how she lived.

Earhart was a barrier-breaking pilot 
and an early advocate for women’s 
rights. She remains an inspiration, 
not just to women, but to all who 
passionately pursue their dreams.

“She is most known for the 
disappearance,” said Tracy Grimm, 
archivist for flight and space 
exploration at Purdue University’s 
archives and special collections. 
“But if people really get interested, 
they will be pleasantly surprised 
when they learn how deeply she 
was committed to women’s issues. 
She really took time with young 
women, with students here on 
campus. She didn’t have to come 
here and be a counselor for women. 

But she did. And it seems it was 
important to her.”

At Purdue, she was both a career 
counselor for women and an advisor 
in the aeronautical engineering 
department from 1935 through 
her final flight. The plane she was 
piloting when she disappeared, 
nicknamed the “Flying Laboratory,” 
was funded by Purdue’s foundation 
and its supporters.

Boundless 
Courage
AMELIA E ARHART INSPIRED PURDUE COEDS 
TO RE ACH FOR THE STARS 

By Richard G. Biever

This July marks the 125th 
anniversary of Earhart’s birth, and 
the 85th commemoration of her 
disappearance. In pursuing her 
interests outside the realm of her 
contemporaries, Earhart pushed 
the boundaries. She gave women 
15,000-foot views of all that was 
beyond traditional “women’s roles.”

“We have lots of students who 
come to Purdue because they 

Courage is the price that Life exacts
for granting peace.

The soul that knows it not,
knows no release

from the little things:
Knows not the livid loneliness of fear,
Nor mountain heights where bitter joy

can hear
The sound of wings.

How can life grant us boon of living,
compensate

For gray dull ugliness and pregnant hate
Unless we dare

The soul’s dominion? Each time we
make a choice, we pay

With courage to behold resistless day,
And count it fair.

AMELIA EARHART
JUNE 1928

Pioneering aviator Amelia Earhart 
is remembered most for how her life 

over the Pacific while trying to girdle 
the globe in 1937 remains a mystery 

AMELIA E ARHART INSPIRED PURDUE COEDS 
TO RE ACH FOR THE STARS 

How can life grant us boon of living,

For gray dull ugliness and pregnant hate

The soul’s dominion? Each time we

With courage to behold resistless day,

AMELIA EARHART
JUNE 1928
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The poem and historical The poem and historical 

Amelia Earhart photos Amelia Earhart photos 

are used with permission are used with permission 

courtesy of Purdue courtesy of Purdue 

University Libraries, University Libraries, 

Karnes Archives and Special Karnes Archives and Special 

CollectionsCollections

PHOTO ABOVE
Amelia Earhart's Amelia Earhart's Amelia Earhart's Amelia Earhart's 
pilot license photo.pilot license photo.

PHOTO RIGHT
Earhart poses with Earhart poses with 
Purdue University Purdue University 
President Edward President Edward 
Elliott at the 
Purdue University Airport, the nation's first Purdue University Airport, the nation's first 
university airport.university airport.

Recurring Columns

Cover Story
The main feature focuses on what makes Indiana 
special — whether it be people, events or places. The 
subject matter varies, but we strive to fi nd topics to 
connect with our readers.

Creating the northeast corner 

of Indiana, Steuben County is a 

border county touching two other 

states, Michigan and Ohio. The 

county’s natural beauty of lakes and 

forests truly makes it a transition 

county as Indiana gives way to the 

more naturally majestic Great Lakes 

landscapes of Michigan. And, to 

underscore its outdoorsy wintry 

feel, it’s the closest Indiana county 

to Canada, about 100 miles east-

by-northeast as the crow flies.

During the last Ice Age, 

unimaginably massive glaciers up 

to a mile high slowly flowed out of 

northern Canada and covered the 

northern two-thirds of Indiana. 

When they melted, they left their 

marks: most notably the Great 

Lakes. But they also left smaller 

landscape features, especially all 

across Northeastern Indiana.

The earth-moving and gouging 

glaciers gave Steuben County 

more natural lakes — called “kettle 

lakes” — than any other county in 

the state. The many lakes make 

the area unique. They harbor 

wildlife and provide recreational 

opportunities. It’s a perfect place 

for a state park.

Surrounded by two kettle lakes, 

Lake James and Snow Lake, is 

Pokagon State Park. Named for 

Leopold and Simon Pokagon, father 

and son leaders of the Potawatomi 

tribe of Native Americans who lived 

in the area in the 1800s, Pokagon is 

one of the state’s first parks. It was 

dedicated in 1925. 

The park and the Potawatomi 

Inn (built in 1927) are year-round 

destinations. The inn, with its 

up-north fishing-lodge theme, 

is one of the Midwest’s most 

popular resorts and conference 

centers. The park offers a winter 

wonderland of activities: cross-

country ski rental, sledding, ice 

fishing and a twin-track toboggan 

run.

While natural beauty, wildlife, and 

outdoor activities abound, it’s the 

manmade toboggan track that 

garners the most attention around 

Pokagon in winter. The toboggan 

run began its 84th season of 

chills and thrills the day after 

Thanksgiving and will run through 

February. The run attracts some 

90,000 visitors during its annual 

three-month season.

The old-fashioned J-shaped 

toboggans reach speeds of 35-

40 mph on the quarter-mile, 

refrigerated run. The twin tracks 

begin atop a 30-foot tower built on 

a steep hill known as a “kame” — a 

pile of rock and debris deposited 

by the melting glaciers. It is one of 

only two such refrigerated facilities 

in the Midwest.

This attraction that iced the park’s 

reputation as a winter destination 

began simply as an amusement

for the young men of the Civilian 

Conservation Corps who built 

many of Pokagon’s other lasting 

shelters and features during the 

Great Depression of the 1930s and 

early 1940s.

Steuben County’s natural beauty, 

manmade rustic cabins and inn, 

and old-fashioned wintry fun offer 

a hearty “Up North” feel for visitors 

without venturing to northern 

Michigan or Canada or even 

leaving Indiana.

For toboggan hours and 

information, and to take a virtual 

ride, visit www.tobogganrun.com.

county feature
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Steuben 
County

County Facts
FOUNDED: 1837

NAMED FOR: 
Baron Frederick von 
Steuben, a Prussian 
military officer who 
played a leading role 
in the American 
Revolutionary War by 
shaping the Continental 
Army into a disciplined 
and professional 
fighting force.

POPULATION: 
34,831

COUNTY SEAT: 
Angola

INDIANA COUNTY NUMBER: 
76

Pokagon, Indiana’s “Up North” 
state park, gets more snow 
than most of Indiana, but it’s 
not necessary for the toboggan 
track. It’s refrigerated.

PHOTO 
PROVIDED 
BY JAIME 

WALKER

know Amelia was associated with 
aeronautical engineering,” Grimm 
said. “Amelia existed in that time 
when women were right on the cusp 
of gaining more rights and being 
seen as human beings who could 
do anything a man could do.”

Grimm noted Earhart was not 
without detractors. “Amelia did 
face criticism. She faced people 
who maligned her in the press 
and said she couldn’t do things, or 
shouldn’t be doing things,” she said. 
“She represents courage in not 
taking ’no’ for an answer, pushing 
boundaries, and being herself, 
being true to her interests. That 
resonates with young women today, 
too.”

Eyes on the skies 

Purdue University Airport was the 
first university-owned airport in 
the United States and the site of 
the country’s first college-credit 
flight training courses. In 1930, 
inventor-industrialist David Ross 
donated a tract of land to be used 
as an aeronautical education 
and research facility at Purdue 
University. Into this academic 
atmosphere, Earhart was eagerly 
welcomed by Purdue’s president, 
Edward Elliott, in November 1935.

In the fall of 1934, Earhart and 
Elliott were both invited by The 
New York Herald Tribune to speak 
at a women’s conference. After 
giving his speech, Elliott stayed 
to hear Earhart, who was already 
world famous for her flying exploits 
(please see timeline on pages 
22–23). She spoke about the future 
of aviation and women’s roles in 
the industry. As she spoke, Elliott 
realized she was the perfect role 
model for the female students 
enrolled at Purdue.

Elliott’s views on women were 
radical for the time. He was 
dedicated to preparing his female 
students for careers outside the 
home. 

The Herald Tribune arranged a 
dinner meeting with Elliott and 
Earhart and her husband, George 
Putnam. After dinner, Elliott asked 
Earhart to join his staff at Purdue 
as a visiting faculty member.

Elliott later presented Earhart with a 
list of the six conditions of Earhart’s 
proposed position at Purdue, most 
of which concerned her duties as 
counselor in Careers for Women. 
Toward the end of that list, he 
casually mentioned that she would 
also serve as chief consultant for 
work in aeronautical engineering.

The document made it clear that 
Purdue recruited Earhart mostly 
as a mentor and role model for 
women, not for her knowledge of 
aviation. She did not see this as 
an insult, but rather a challenge. 
According to Putnam, when Elliott 
spoke to Earhart of his concern that 
Purdue’s female students weren’t 
keeping abreast of the “inspirational 
opportunities of the day nearly as 
well as they might be,” Earhart’s 
“eyes shone at the suggestion of a 
challenge.” And, according to her 
husband, Earhart regarded her 
short time at Purdue University 
as “one of the most satisfying 
adventures of her life.”

Earhart took her new role to 
help woman prepare for careers 
seriously. She handed out a survey 
and found 92% of the women on 
campus wanted a career. Her job, 
as she saw it, was to help their 
dreams take flight.

She loved the campus atmosphere. 
During her weeklong visits to 
West Lafayette each semester, 
Earhart stayed in a dorm room at 
Duhme Residence Hall, living and 
having dinner alongside the female 
students. Today, just down First 
Street from Duhme Hall is a larger-
than-life bronze sculpture of Earhart 
holding a propeller. It was erected 
in 2009 outside a dining hall that 
also bears her name. 

Whether she expressly meant to, 
Earhart served as a role model for 

PHOTO RIGHT  A statue of Amelia Earhart on the Purdue 

campus is still an inspiration to new generations of students.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22

County Feature
Each of Indiana’s 92 counties 
have unique claims to fame 
and interesting facts to 
highlight. We travel the state 
in pursuit of little-known 
Hoosier trivia.
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Andy's Tenderloin is a star attraction 
at the Mayberry Café. Diners can 
choose to have the handcut pork 
tenderloin either grilled or breaded.

DO YOU LONG  
FOR THOSE  
SIMPLER DAYS WHEN 
A FATHER-SON 
STROLL DOWN TO  
THE FISHIN’ HOLE, TO 
THE SOUNDTRACK  
OF AN EARWORM 
WHISTLING TUNE, 
WAS THE HIGHLIGHT 
OF THE WEEK? 

The Mayberry Café's trademark 1960s-era Mayberry Police 
Department cruiser is parked on the side of the restaurant, 
adding to the ambience even before visitors set foot in the 

Andy Griffith Show-themed restaurant.

HOME 
COOKING 
WITH A SIDE OFnostalgia

If that sentence resonates with you, 
and you haven’t yet been to the 
Mayberry Café in Danville, Indiana, 
well, you need to nip that right in the 
bud and plan a visit. And if you don’t 
get Andy and Barney flashbacks 
reading that, well, nevertheless, head 
to this small-town eatery to enjoy 
down-home cooking with a heaping 
side of nostalgia.

The first thing you may see after 
grabbing a parking spot near the old 
brick building across from Danville’s 
town square is an authentic 1960s-era 
Mayberry Police Department car. It’s 
parked on the side of the building, 
just where you might imagine Sheriff 
Andy Taylor and his deputy, Barney 

Fife, left it. After pausing to remember 
the days when life was kinder and 
homespun advice solved the wackiest 
predicaments, head on in under 
the black awning decorated with a 
Sheriff’s badge and enter an alternate 
universe Mayberry. 

Husband and wife Brad and Christine 
Born fashioned the Mayberry Café 
(formerly the Main Street Café, Bakery 
and Deli) after Brad’s favorite TV 
show, The Andy Griffith Show, which 
ruled the airwaves from 1960-68. 
Though the iconic comedy took place 
in a fictional burg in North Carolina, 
Danville’s friendly, neighborly vibe 
made it the perfect location for the 
Borns to pay homage to the country 
classics Aunt Bee herself may have 
served her family.

Those classics include fried chicken, 
fried catfish and country fried steak, 
along with fried biscuits and apple 
butter. Aunt Bee’s tasty fried pickles 
served with ranch or spicy ranch 
dressing are guaranteed to be made 
“without kerosene.” (Andy Griffith fans 
will know what that means!)

Opie’s Prize Catch Blue Gill is a 
favorite of many diners as is the 
breaded tenderloin (featured on 

Indiana Eats
Each month we profi le a 
restaurant in Indiana that’s 
just a car ride away. We’ve 
featured everything from 
small-town diners to historic 
hideaways in this food-
centric feature.
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JACK 
SPAULDING
is a syndicated 
state outdoors 
writer and a member 
of RushShelby Energy.

Readers can contact the author by 
writing to this publication, or by 
email to jackspaulding@hughes.
net. Spaulding’s books, “The Best Of 
Spaulding Outdoors” and “The Coon 
Hunter And The Kid,” are available 
from Amazon.com as paperbacks or 
Kindle downloads.

For those of us today and for the earliest 
Hoosier 200 years ago, it’s hard to 
imagine an Indiana without deer. But the 
once expansive herds of whitetail deer 
of Indiana’s earliest pioneer days were 
killed out by habitat loss and unregulated 
hunting by the time my grandfather 
came along. Records show the last 
“wild” whitetail deer was killed in Knox 
County in 1893, and whitetail deer were 
considered extinct within the borders of 
Indiana for almost 50 years.

The dramatic return of the whitetail deer 
in Indiana can be largely attributed to 
one group of people: the sportsmen of 
Indiana. The first deer reintroduction 
efforts were funded from the modest 
hunting and fishing license fees. Later 
research and introductions were funded 
by the federally enacted Pittman-
Robertson Act.

The project first began in the area now 
encompassing much of the Hoosier 
National Forest. In the early 1930s, 
the Indiana Division of Fish and Game 
recognized much of the eroded and 
abandoned farmland in south and central 
Indiana had recovered enough to support 
a population of whitetail deer. From 1934 
until 1942, 296 deer were purchased from 
other states for release. An additional 111 
deer were released between 1953 and 
1955.

Monitoring the growing herd, the Fish 
and Game investigators estimated there 
were 900 animals in 1943 and 1,200 in 

1944. By 1950, the herd was estimated to 
number at least 5,000 — and becoming 
problematic to farmers because of 
crop depredation. A hunt was deemed 
necessary, and the first deer hunting 
season in the 20th century was held for 
a period of three days covering an area 
of 17 counties. An unlimited number of 
licenses were issued for $5 for the any 
sex deer hunt. Legal hunt weapons were 
archery and slug shotguns. 

Fast forward to 2020, the herd in the 
state of Indiana was estimated at 
680,000 deer. The total number of 
licenses sold for deer hunting in 2020 
came to 132,966.

In comparison to the days of yesteryear, 
the deer harvest in Indiana has increased 
dramatically with a total take in the 
2020-21 season of 124,180. During 
the season, 70% of participants were 
reported as having taken at least one 
deer.

With great wildlife wealth and numbers 
come great responsibility. Indiana’s DNR 
tries to maintain the herd numbers to 
minimize the amount of crop depredation 
and deer/vehicle accidents. By increasing 
antlerless harvest in select counties and 
keying on special areas of high deer 
density for special depredation hunts, the 
DNR hopes to reduce the herd annually 
by more than 20%.

till next time,

      Jack

outdoors

“My 

grandfather 

was born in 

1875. He lived 

his entire life 

in southern 

Rush County 

and never saw 

a whitetail 

deer.” 

‘GOOD OL’ 
DAYS’ OF 
INDIANA 
WILDLIFE 
WEREN’T 
SO GOOD

DIY/Outdoors
These alternating features 
are geared toward the 
handyperson and the 
hunting/fi shing enthusiast.
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E
lectric linemen are a tough breed. 
They climb 30-foot wooden poles in 
all kinds of weather with only metal 

spikes strapped to their legs and a leather 
belt around the pole and themselves. 
They work within reach of live power lines 
protected physically by only rubber gloves 
and sleeves.

But Brent Buckles, a former lineman turned 
service technician for Northeastern REMC, 
says riding a bicycle was the most grueling 
thing he’s ever done.

Last September, Buckles completed the 
Marji Gesick mountain bike challenge, 
labeled the “toughest race in the Midwest.” 
The ride on Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, 
from Marquette to Ishpeming, was 100-plus 
miles over rough terrain, rocks, and hills. 
Overall climbing elevation was 12,300 feet. 
The ride started at 7:30 a.m., Saturday, 
Sept. 18, 2021. Buckles completed it just 
over 22 hours later.

Buckles, who turns 39 this month, had 
done mountain biking for years, but 
never anything like this. “This was the 
hardest thing I’ve ever done in my life. 
Even the endless hours I spent training 
for this race did not fully prepare me for 
how tough it would be,” he says. While 
called a “race,” Buckles notes he was only 
competing against himself. “It was just a 
self-motivating thing, trying to push myself 
to my limits.”

In fact, “Find your limits. Destroy them.” is 
how organizers market this ride. They spell 
out its challenges in the FAQ section of the 
ride’s website:

• “In the event of an emergency call 911.”

• “You may NOT accept mechanical 
assistance (from anyone but another 
rider).”

• Your bike is to be human-powered, with 
no level of assistance.

And that’s not even including the arduous 
course itself or the half-mile run cyclists 
make from the starting line to their bikes.

Since there are no official aid stations 
along the trail, Buckles’ one-man support 
crew was Josh Traxler, a friend and 
colleague at Northeastern REMC. Every 
20 miles, Traxler provided food, water, and 
anything else Buckles needed, including 
charging his GPS, and most importantly, 
encouragement.

Buckles encountered many challenges 
throughout the day and night. He described 
40% of the race required pushing his bike 
up steep inclines. He’d hurt his knee when 
he slipped on a rock at one point 20-some 
miles into the ride, but he pressed on.

He said the only time he thought about 
dropping out was around mile 90. “But I 
knew that it would take longer to try to get 
back than it was to finish,” he says. “So, 
the last 10 miles took me over four hours 
because I was pushing my bike up hills 

and pulling myself up with trees. That was 
the torturous part, and that was all in the 
middle of the night. I just pushed through.”

For the night portion of the ride on the unlit 
wooded trails, Buckles had a light on his 
helmet and one on the handlebars. He said 
some reflective arrows were on the trails, 
but that’s why GPS was so important.

“It's all self-supported. And I preloaded the 
map on my computer for navigation.”

Buckles says there were checkpoints 
throughout where riders picked up tokens 
to keep them on the right path and 
motivated to the next. “After I received 
my last token and came back into town, 
I knew the finish line was up ahead. So, 
I FaceTimed my wife (Ashley) to let her 
cross the finish line with me.”

Buckles placed 162nd out of 521 riders.

Buckles notes he has no plans to do the ride 
again. It took him months to recover from 
the knee injury. “I wanted to see if I could do 
it. And luckily, I was able to complete it.”

For now, he’s enjoying his solo rides and 
riding with Ashley and their two kids, 
Kirra, 12, and Sawyer, 10, who also enjoy 
mountain biking. 

The Marji Gesick race is a production of 
the 906 Adventure Team, a non-profit 
organization with a mission to empower 
people through outdoor adventure. 
For more information, visit 
www.marjigesick.com.

Taking it 
to the limit

Co-op employee tests himself through 
grueling 100-mile mountain bike ride

and pulling myself up with trees. That was 

Brent Buckles 
(left) with Josh 
Traxler. They are 
Northeastern 
REMC employees.

PHOTO BY RYAN STEPHENS

Profi le
Meet fellow Hoosiers who 
have intriguing stories to 
share.

safety

“Combines and grain augers are large 
pieces of equipment,” says Elkins. 
“People assume that everything will 
fit under the power lines, but that isn’t 
always the case. The biggest cause of 
electrocutions on farms is equipment 
accidentally touching power lines.”

To protect themselves, farmers 
and their workers should follow 
these tips from Indiana Electric 
Cooperatives:

• Always look up and around before 
moving or raising equipment. A 
good rule of thumb is to stay at 
least 30 feet from all power lines 
and power poles.

• Check clearances each time you 
enter or exit a field. It’s possible 
changes were made since the last 
time you accessed the field and the 
clearances could have changed.

• Never try to raise power lines to 
allow passage of tall equipment. 
Even non-metallic objects such 
as wood poles or branches can 
conduct electricity.

• Watch out for power poles, too. 
If you strike one, it may break, 
dropping a live line on your 
equipment.

• When considering the height of 
equipment, don’t forget about the 
radio antennas and GPS receivers 
that may reach another couple feet 
above the roof.

• Take the time to fully lower 
grain augers and other portable 
equipment before moving them.

• When moving equipment near 
power lines, have a spotter on 
hand to ensure your safety.

• If you’re not completely sure if 
equipment will fit under a power 
line, find an alternate way to 
move it.

• If you’re in equipment that touches 
power lines, stay in the cab and call 
for help. Tell others to stay away. 
In the rare case of a fire and you 
have to escape, jump clear of the 
equipment. Keep both feet together 
and shuffle at least 30 feet away. 

“Working the land has enough hazards 
in the work itself,” says Elkins. “With 
care and planning, moving to and from 
the fields shouldn’t be one of them.”

BE SAFE 
AROUND 
ELECTRICITY 
WHEN 
MOVING FARM 
EQUIPMENT

With the arrival of 

harvest time, Indiana’s 

farmers are shifting 

into high gear as they 

move into their fields 

to bring in their crops. 

All that increased 

activity puts farmers 

and farm workers at 

greater risk, warns Jon 

Elkins, vice president 

of safety, training and 

compliance at Indiana 

Electric Cooperatives.Electric Cooperatives.

Think safe, think 10 — the 10-foot 
rule, that is! When working with 

farm equipment or machinery, 
stay away from power lines at least 

10 feet in every direction. If you 
need to work within 10 feet of an 

overhead power line, call your 
electric cooperative first.

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER 
FOR FARM SAFETY 

? MARCH 201914 SEPTEMBER 2022

safety

From cabinets to 

countertops, those 

building new homes 

have plenty of decisions 

to make. Some of those 

decisions go beyond 

the surface, affecting 

how comfortable you’ll 

be in your new home 

– and could lower your 

long-term energy use, 

saving money on utility 

bills. If you plan to build 

a new home, here are 

some energy efficiency 

upgrades that can add up 

to savings:

THE THINGS YOU DON’T SEE 

MATTER THE MOST: You may 

not see them, but double-

stud walls, insulated 

concrete forms, spray 

foam and caulk are 

all high-performance 
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by Matt Strahl
Energy Advisor

NineStar Connect

energy

components of an energy 

efficient home. Because 

you’re stuck with your 

walls for the life of the 

home, getting their 

performance optimized 

pays dividends year after 

year in energy savings. 

Thicker, well insulated 

and air sealed walls not 

only reduce your heating 

and cooling costs; they 

can make the home feel 

more comfortable.

HEAT PUMPS: What can’t 

they do in a new home? 

Bigger homes can benefit 

from the top-of-the-line 

efficiency of geothermal 

heat pumps to heat and 

cool a new home. Cold 

climate heat pumps are 

a new spin on traditional 

air source heat pumps 

that keep on pumping in 

sub-zero temperatures. 

Heat pump water heaters 

are a great addition to a 

new basement, providing 

affordable hot water 

and the bonus of free 

dehumidification in the 

summer.

WIRED TO GO: Constructing 

a new home is the perfect 

time to consider future 

possibilities. Would you 

ever add solar panels? 

Drive an electric vehicle? 

Solar panels and EV 

chargers require unique 

set-ups that can be more 

costly to add to a home 

later. By adding wiring as 

the home is constructed, 

you can more easily add 

solar panels or an EV later 

(and it could make your 

home appealing should 

you decide to sell).

Building a new home can 

be an exciting process but 

there’s a lot to consider. 

By planning for energy 

efficiency upgrades, 

you can help lower 

your home’s long-term 

energy costs and stay 

comfortable for many 

years to come.

MAKING ENERGY EFFICIENCY UPGRADES TO A NEW HOME 
CAN LOWER LONG-TERM ENERGY COSTS … AND IMPROVE COMFORT
MAKING ENERGY EFFICIENCY UPGRADES TO A NEW HOME 

Upgrade to save 

Safety
Stay educated on electrical 
safety inside and outside 
the home.

Energy
Energy experts throughout 
the state tell you how to 
save energy … and money.

backyard
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Spotting 
the invasive 
spotted lanternfly

that honeydew, the 
secretion that spotted 

lanternfly leave behind, 
will become part of our late-

summer honey harvest.”

Bees make good use of any honeydew 
they collect, Harpur said, but that isn’t 
desirable. If a colony does collect 
honeydew, a beekeeper may notice 
the honey has a smokey taste and 
smell and is less sweet than a typical 
honey. The honeydew tainted product 
has a darker brown color and a notable 
aftertaste.

Though the full-grown adults have 
beautiful coloring and patterns, spotted 
lanternfly eggs resemble a splash of 
mud, making them easy to overlook on 
large vehicles traveling from state to 
state. Homeowners should also remain 
vigilant in keeping populations in check, 
Sadof said, as the honeydew secretions 
from the insect are frequently spread 
across homes and structures and are 
extremely difficult to remove when dried.

The Indiana Department of Natural 
Resources asks all residents to search 
for and report spotted lanternfly 
sightings. Anyone spotting the insect 
should photograph it and send the 
image and location to DEPP@dnr.
in.gov, or call 1-866-No-Exotic.

The invasive spotted lanternfly has 
landed in northern Indiana. The pest 
was seen in Huntington County in July, 
just one year after its initial Hoosier 
sighting in Switzerland County.

The spotted lanternfly, easily identified 
by a splash of red on its wings and 
almost polka dot spots, is native to 
China and was first detected in the U.S. 
in 2014.

“The spotted lanternfly has the potential 
to be a major forest pest and economic 
threat, but we know very little about it,” 
said John Couture, associate professor 
of entomology and forestry and natural 
resources in Purdue University’s 
College of Agriculture. “While tree 
of heaven is the dominant preferred 
host for lanternfly, other economically 
valuable hosts are also preferred. 
Walnut, grape, and a variety of fruit 
trees are some of its favorite alternative 
hosts.”

Couture is heading up a program aimed 
at predicting the lanternfly’s movements 
so protections can be put in place to 
mitigate damage.

The insect uses a piercing mouthpart 
to feed on phloem, the tissue that 
transports nutrients throughout a tree. 
The pest doesn’t fly long distances, but 
it hitches rides in cargo and has spread 
following major transportation routes. 
Its local spread and how it moves 
once it has arrived in an area is less 
understood, Couture said. 

Cliff Sadof, professor of entomology 
and Purdue Extension fellow, said this 
migration poses a significant agricultural 
risk to wine grape growers and 
honeybee and walnut tree producers. 
While the spotted lanternfly feeds on 
over 100 different types of plants, Sadof 
said, the insect can reproduce only 
when feeding on walnut trees, grape 
vines or tree of heaven.

“One thing in our 
favor is that the 
lanternfly feeds on the 
outside of the tree, so it is 
different from other stem boring 
pests, such as emerald ash borer,” 
said Couture, who also is a member 
of Purdue’s Center for Plant Biology 
and Hardwood Tree Improvement and 
Regeneration Center. “This means a 
broader range of mitigation strategies 
can be used, like different cultural 
practices and pesticide applications.”

Elizabeth Long, Purdue University 
assistant professor of horticulture 
crop entomology, said one of the best 
defenses that wine grape growers can 
take against the spotted lanternfly is 
learning to identify the life stages of the 
insect and remaining vigilant inspecting 
for them.

“Several of the insecticides grape 
growers currently use for other insect 
pests will also knock down the spotted 
lanternfly, so there is no need to make 
additional sprays as a preventative at 
this time,” Long said. “Looking to next 
season, the same strategy is needed. 
Keeping an eye out for spotted lanternfly 
hitchhikers and avoiding moving items 
that are likely to accidentally move 
insects along are key. Spotted lanternfly 
populations feeding on wine grape vines 
can severely reduce winter hardiness or 
kill the crop all together.

Brock Harpur, Purdue assistant 
professor of entomology, said 
beekeeping equipment can also provide 
the perfect spot for spotted lanternflies 
to lay eggs, allowing the insect to travel 
around the state.

“It is imperative for beekeepers to keep 
a careful eye out for signs of the spotted 
lanternfly in their area and on their 
equipment,” Harpur said. “Should the 
spotted lanternfly become established 
in all parts of Indiana, it is expected 

Pets/Backyards
Whether you’re interested 
in caring for furry friends 
or a growing garden, these 
alternating columns are 
here to advise you.
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travel

The “Sunflower State” is Kansas. But Indiana is no shrinking violet 
when it comes to celebrating the giant, sun-loving flower that brings 
the radiance of the sun to our fields and gardens. Beginning this 
month and continuing until the sun starts to fade into fall, Hoosiers 
will be celebrating sunflowers at various festivals and events.

Here are several to set your sights on. Be sure to take your 
sunglasses and sunscreen!

Before planning a visit to any of these places or events, Google the site for  
up-to-date information about dates and times, admission fees, and availability.

SUNFLOWER 
MEADOW
Tuttle Orchards
5717 N. 300 W.
Greenfield, Indiana

Explore Tuttle Orchards’ Sunflower 
Meadow — two acres planted with 
sunflowers for exploring, taking 
photos, and more.

Meadow visitors with a paid admission 
can cut their own sunflowers that are 
available in a separate area. A Tractor 
Town Kid’s Play Area will be open this 
year as well as a café with outdoor 
seating for lunch and Tuttle’s famous 
apple cider slushies.

Tuttle Orchards reminds folks 
sunflowers typically are in bloom for 
only about two weeks, so stay posted 
for when they are in season at the 
orchard. 

August

CONNER PRAIRIE  
SUNFLOWER FIELDS
13400 Allisonville Road
Fishers, Indiana 

At Conner Prairie living history 
museum, sunflower lovers will 
discover over three acres to explore. 
Thousands of blooms of three 
varieties provide perfect photo 
opportunities. Regular admission is 
charged.

August, 
September

LAMBRECHT FARM’S 
FALL SUNFLOWER 
MARKET
5262 Leatherwood Road
Bedford, Indiana

Over 75 sunflower pickers, makers, 
and farmer market vendors will gather. 
In addition, live music, a petting zoo, 
and food trucks will be on hand to 
entertain and serve visitors.

Sept. 
9-10

LA PORTE 
SUNFLOWER FAIR 
Downtown La Porte, 
Indiana

The Sunflower Fair in downtown La 
Porte is one of the largest festivals 
in the northwestern part of the state. 
Over 100 craft and nonprofit vendors 
and groups offer artisan wares, food, 
entertainment, kids’ activities, and 
much more. Enjoy the many activities 
of the day: La Porte Farmers Market, 
kids’ fun zone, a rib cook-off, Artists 
Gallery Walk, and sunflower growing 
contest.

Sept. 17

STUCKEY FARM  
SUNFLOWER 
FESTIVAL
19975 Hamilton Boone Road 
Sheridan, Indiana

Envision seven football fields covered 
with sunflowers to get an idea of what 
you’ll see at the annual Stuckey Farm 
Sunflower Festival. Over 176,000 
sunflowers have been planted in a 
seven-acre field. 

Visitors will see a dazzling array 
of over 20 different varieties of 
sunflowers. There is a forest of giant 
Skyscraper and Mammoth sunflowers 
that can grow to 15 feet tall, all the 
way down to Dwarf Teddy Bear 
sunflowers.

Sept. 
2-5, 9-11

SUNFLOWER U-PICK
Kankakee Valley 
Homestead
6737 Ind. 104
Walkerton, Indiana

Visitors to the Homestead, a market 
solely for naturally grown gardens and 
producers, can celebrate summer by 
picking their own sunflowers from its 
garden. The vegetable stand will be 
available, too.

Aug. 6-7 JOHNSON’S 
FARM PRODUCE 
SUNFLOWER 
FESTIVAL
8960 E. Ridge Road
Hobart, Indiana 

Festival highlights include a Sunflower 
U-Pick, kids’ activities and a delicious 
variety of seasonal treats. Spend 
time in Johnson’s Farm’s beautiful 
sunflower patch and take photos. 
Johnson’s has also planted a field of  
zinnias to check out.

Sept. 
10-11, 
17-18

Travel
There’s a lot to do in the 
Hoosier state. Explore 
with us!
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AD RATES
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Questions about advertising in Indiana Connection? 
Contact Cheryl Solomon  |  O: 847.749.4875  |  M: 847.612.9015  |  E: cheryl@amp.coop

We are pleased to offer these special rates exclusively 
for our Indiana and midwest-based advertisers.
Rates listed below are available exclusively for Indiana-based advertisers or advertisers making their primary profit margin in the state of 
Indiana. Please contact Cheryl Solomon, 847-749-4875 or cheryl@amp.coop, for a custom advertising proposal for your organization.

1 COLUMN
Bleed:  
3.0139” x 10.75”

Trim:  
2.8889” x 10.5”

1x: $3,300 
4x: $2,970 
12x: $2,310

No charge for color.

2 COLUMN
Bleed:  
5.3194” x 10.75”

Trim:  
5.1944” x 10.5”

1x: $6,100 
4x: $5,490 
12x: $4,270

No charge for color.

HALF PAGE
Bleed:  
8.25” x 5.25”  

Trim:  
8” x 5.125”

1x: $4,200 
4x: $3,780 
12x: $2,940

No charge for color.

FULL PAGE
Bleed:  
8.25” x 10.75”

Trim:  
8” x 10.5”

1x: $7,000 
4x: $6,300 
12x: $4,900

No charge for color.



Editorial Calendar

Our Marketplace offers maximum 
exposure for your business or 
organization at a minimal cost. 

A limited number of these display 
ads are available each month. 

Don’t miss this opportunity to 
reach over 900,000 consumers at 
an affordable rate!

Investment: $500

Your marketplace ad includes:

• full color logo
• headline up to eight words
• up to fi ve lines of text 
• 20 characters per line
• your website address 
• no charge for color

Example

Line 1
Line 2
Line 3
Line 4
Line 5

indianaconnection.org

CELEBRATING THE 
EXPERIENCES
THAT DEFINE

 THE HOOSIER STATE

11

Please contact Cheryl Soloman, 847.749.4875 or cheryl@amp.coop, for 
other small business advertising opportunities in Indiana Connection.

NOVEMBER 2022 11

WE REPAIR 
LEAKY LAKES
GUARANTEED

We know how to find all
water leaks underground.

Call us!
812-987-4119

www.WhatsBelow.com

NOVEMBER 2022 11

insights

ORDER YOUR 2023 CALENDAR today!
Price includes shipping and 

Indiana sales tax. Make check 

payable to “Indiana Electric Cooperatives.” 

Send a note and check to Indiana Connection 

Calendar; 8888 Keystone Crossing, Suite 1600; 

Indianapolis, IN 46240.

SEND US A CHECK AND A 
NOTE WITH YOUR NAME 
AND ADDRESS. COPIES 
OF THE COOPERATIVE 
CALENDAR OF STUDENT 
ART ARE $7 EACH.

MARKETPLACE

With Christmas break coming up, this 
is the perfect time for students to start 
working on their entries for the next 
Cooperative Calendar of Student Art 
contest. 

The deadline for students in grades 
kindergarten through high school senior 
to submit artwork to illustrate the 2024 
student art calendar is March 24, 2023. 
First place winners will each receive 
$200. Their artworks will illustrate the 
calendar’s cover and the 12 months of 
the year. One “artist of the year” will be 

chosen and will earn an additional $100 
prize. Judges will also select honorable 
mention winners whose artwork will also 
appear in the calendar. Those student 
artists will receive $75 each. 

The contest is open to Indiana public, 
private and home-schooled students. 
They must be in grades kindergarten 
through 12th grade during the 2022-23 
school year. A complete set of rules 
and required entry forms are available at 
indianaconnection.org/for-youth/art-
contest.

Time to get creative!
CHRISTMAS BREAK? 

Our Marketplace offers 
maximum exposure for your 
business or organization at 
a minimal cost. 

Please contact Cheryl 
Solomon, 847-749-4875 
or cheryl@amp.coop, 
for other small business 
advertising opportunities in 
Indiana Connection.

MARKETPLACEAdvertising & Rate

Questions about advertising in Indiana Connection?
Contact Cheryl Solomon  |  O: 847.749.4875  |  M: 847.612.9015  |  E: cheryl@amp.coop



Questions about advertising in Indiana Connection?
Contact Cheryl Solomon  |  O: 847.749.4875  |  M: 847.612.9015  |  E: cheryl@amp.coop

ADVERTISEMENTSpecifications
PREPARING FILES
Camera-ready ads must be provided as a high-resolution PDF fi le suitable 
for print at the proper size. Images should be 300 PPI. Adobe Acrobat 
PDF setting PDF/X-1a works well. All fonts and images embedded. All 
artwork must be provided in CMYK mode. No spot colors, RGB, LAB or 
embedded color profi les (such as ICC profi les). Type minimum size of 6 pt. 
For artwork with bleed include minimum .125" (1/8") bleed with crop marks. 
Please keep all live material .25" (1/4") from trim on all sides.

UNACCEPTABLE FORMATS
We cannot accept fi les in the following formats under any condition: 
Microsoft Publisher; any word processing fi le; any presentation format such 
as a PowerPoint fi le. Please create a high-resolution PDF from these fi le 
formats for print. 

Note: Any intervention required by Indiana Connection or our printer 
may result in additional charges. Where materials do not conform to 
specifi cations, advertiser will be offered the choice of sending new 
materials, time permitting, or having Indiana Connection make the 
necessary alterations, which will be billed at cost.

SENDING YOUR AD
Email to Ashley Curry at acurry@indianaec.org. File sharing for large fi les 
available upon request. JUNE 2022

Painting   
   Townsthe

LOCAL HISTORY AND CULTURE TOLD AT A GLANCE 

pages 
19-24

JUNE 2022

Painting   
   Townsthe

LOCAL HISTORY AND CULTURE TOLD AT A GLANCE 

pages 
19-24
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ADVERTISINGTerms & Conditions
These terms and conditions describe the requirements 
for advertising in all the media properties of Indiana 
Connection magazine (the “publisher”) for any person 
or entity choosing to purchase marketing or advertising 
assistance (the “advertiser”). 

1.	 All advertisements are subject to the publisher’s approval. The publisher 
reserves the right to reject any advertisement or portion thereof.

2.	 Accepted advertising must be in accordance with certain standards. 

3.	 Advertorial, sponsored or “native content” may be accepted when it conforms 
to publisher’s guidelines and all relevant USPS and FTC regulations.

4.	 Contract deadlines: The closing (deadline) date for space contracts is 5 p.m. 
in accordance with the calendar set forth in this document.

5.	 Art deadline: The deadline for receipt of print-ready art is 5 p.m. in accordance 
with the calendar set forth in this document.

6.	 First-time advertisers are required to pay in advance. Proof of creditworthiness 
and good standing with customers may be required.

7.	 Terms: Net 30 days from date of invoice with approved credit.

8.	 Methods of payment: The publisher accepts checks as its form of payment. 
Cash discounts are not available.

9.	 Liability for payment: Publisher may hold advertiser and agency jointly and 
severally liable for all sums due and payable to the publisher.

10.	 Frequency rates: Advertising ordered at a frequency discount rate and not 
earned within 12 months of the first insertion will be billed at the earned rate 
(short rate).

11.	 Position: All ads are accepted as run-of-publication with positioning at the 
publisher’s discretion and the advertiser’s requests followed to the extent 
practical within regular makeup limitations and policies.

12.	 Inserts: Rates available on request. Insertion order and a sample or mock-
up of insert should be provided to publisher 60 days prior to the intended 
month of publication. Inserts must meet postal regulations and printer’s 
specifications. Advertiser is subject to additional cost if postage increases 
due to weight of insert.

13.	 Classified advertising: The publisher does not accept classified advertising.

14.	 Editorial space in the magazine cannot be purchased. Such space is not 
sold.

15.	 Publisher’s liability: The publisher is not responsible for errors in key 
numbers/codes or for copy changes received after the closing date. If a 
scheduled advertisement is not published, publisher’s liability is limited to 
a refund to the agency or advertiser of an advance payment, if any, for the 
omitted advertisement. Liability for any error in a published advertisement 
will not exceed the cost of the space occupied by the advertisement.

16.	 Agreements between the parties for the advertiser to purchase marketing 
or advertising assistance must be in writing. Verbal orders will not be 
accepted. Any amendments, extensions, renewals or modifications must 
also be agreed to in writing, which may be accomplished electronically. 
Cancellations also must be made in writing.

17.	 After the closing (deadline) date, cancellations will not be accepted.

18.	 Cooperation: The parties agree to work together on all layout and design 
issues.

19.	 Choice of law: The parties agree that this agreement and any amendments, 
extensions, renewals or modifications thereof shall be governed by Indiana 
law.

20.	 Paid advertisements are not endorsements or promotions by any electric 
cooperative or by the publisher.

21.	 The printed magazine is published monthly.

22.	 Indiana Connection and all of its media properties are owned by Indiana 
Electric Cooperatives, 8888 Keystone Crossing, Suite 1600, Indianapolis, 
Indiana, 46240. Phone: 317-487-2220.
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Questions about advertising in Indiana Connection? 
Contact Cheryl Solomon  |  O: 847.749.4875  |  M: 847.612.9015  |  E: cheryl@amp.coop
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8888 Keystone Crossing, Suite 1600, Indianapolis, IN 46240

317.487.2254


